
Assessment at CES  

 

At CES Dublin, students are assessed throughout the period of their study. Here is an outline of the 
various stages and what they each involve: 

1. Pre-Arrival Placement Test  

This test will be emailed to you before your arrival. All students should complete the CES-designed 
grammar and vocabulary test independently in one sitting without the use of a dictionary, translator, AI 
tools or outside help. The results are used for initial placement only and are not diagnostic or graded. Your 
class information will be emailed to you the week before you start your course.  

2. Upon Arrival Oral Placement Test 

You will be welcomed upon arrival at the school and taken to your class, where your teacher will conduct a 
short speaking interview based on the CEFR speaking descriptors. You may be asked to introduce 
yourself, discuss familiar topics, answer questions and participate in short conversations. The teacher will 
observe your fluency, pronunciation, vocabulary range, grammatical accuracy and communication 
confidence. This helps us to ensure your class is a close fit for your level and needs.  

3. Ongoing Classroom Assessment 

Your teacher will continuously assess your performance during lessons to monitor your progress, 
participation, confidence, and achievement. Assessment activities will be linked to the Learning Outcome 
for that lesson, and may include pair work, group discussions, presentations, reading and listening tasks, 
writing activities and problem-solving tasks. Our teachers will provide regular feedback during and after 
tasks and students will be asked to reflect on their own learning and progress.  

4. Ongoing One-to-One Tutorials on CES Online 

Teachers will conduct regular one-to-one tutorials with students through our learning platform CES 
Online. The initial tutorial takes place during the first week of your course where you will be asked to 
complete a self-assessment outlining your learning expectations for your stay at CES. Ongoing tutorials 
are used to discuss student progress, identify strengths and weaknesses, set learning goals, provide 
personalised feedback and study advice.  

5. Weekly Practice Test (Exam Preparation Classes Only) 

Students preparing for external examinations such as IELTS and Cambridge exams will complete weekly 
practice tests using authentic exam materials.  These tests are designed to help familiarise you with the 
examination and to practice and test strategies and techniques for the exam. They also help to monitor 
your progress and identify areas in which you may need assistance. 

6. Bi-Weekly Progress Test 

This test will assess your understanding of recently covered course content. Tests may focus on grammar, 
and vocabulary knowledge, reading or listening skills or a productive skill that has been practised that 
week, such as giving a presentation or completing a writing task. These tests can help show progress and 
identify areas where assistance is needed. Teachers will discuss your results with you and provide 
feedback.  

7. Mid-Course Test (6 Weeks) 



The purpose of this test is to evaluate your progress at the midpoint of the longer course. You will 
complete a standardised CES-designed test after approximately six weeks. The test assesses grammar, 
vocabulary and overall language development. The results are reviewed by teachers and academic 
management, and you will receive feedback and guidance for the remainder of your course.  

8. CES End of Course Test (12 Weeks) 

You will complete a standardised CES-designed test to assess your language progress at the end of the 
course.  This focuses on grammar, vocabulary and your overall language competency. Results contribute 
to your final academic evaluation. 

9. End of Course Exit Test 

This is a formal exit examination that is a required to provide formal evidence of language proficiency for 
visa or academic progression purposes. Students sit a formal exit examination at the end of their 
programme. Testing conditions follow formal examination procedures and official results are recorded for 
academic and visa documentation purposes.  

10. Ongoing Self-Access Support 

A teacher is available in our Self-Access Centre every afternoon to support students. Students may use 
this service to ask questions, receive academic guidance, get help with homework or exam preparation 
and access additional learning materials. Students are encouraged to use the Self-Access Centre 
regularly to support independent learning and language development.  

 


